Diffuse central neurocytoma with craniospinal dissemination.
Central neurocytomas (CN) are benign central nervous system (CNS) tumors of neuroglial origin that represent 0.25 to 0.5% of all intracranial tumors in adults and an even smaller proportion of pediatric CNS tumors. These tumors characteristically occur in the subependymal layer of the lateral ventricle near the foramen of Monro and appear as sharply demarcated, solitary lesions. Surgical resection is considered curative, as the reported recurrence rate is less than 5% for patients with localized disease. In this report, we describe the case of a three-year-old boy with a diffuse CN with craniospinal dissemination identified at the time of diagnosis. Given the extensive nature of the disease, surgical resection was not indicated and he underwent a chemotherapeutic regimen of vincristine and carboplatin. At 18 months followup, the patient has completed 6 of 8 total cycles of vincristine and carboplatin and serial imaging shows stable disease within the craniospinal axis.